Congress of the United States
Washington, DC 20515

October 29, 2021

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas The Honorable Merrick Garland
Secretary Attorney General

United States Department of Homeland Security United States Department of Justice
2707 Martin Luther King Jr., Avenue SE 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20528 Washington, DC 20530

The Honorable Xavier Becerra
Secretary

United States Department of Health and
Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Mayorkas, Attorney General Garland, and Secretary Becerra:

According to an October 28" Wall Street Journal article, the Biden administration is considering
offering almost $1 million per family to those who were taken into custody and separated after
illegally crossing our southern border. If finalized, the total settlement could reach $1 billion or
more.! Unfortunately, this is just the latest in a litany of issues created by extreme policy changes
that have led to the ongoing, persistent, and preventable historic humanitarian crisis at our
border. These changes have signaled to human traffickers and drug cartels that the United States
southern border is open for business, so long as you are not entering legally.

While immigration has been a bedrock of the United States since its founding, we should not be
creating policy that encourages individuals to illegally enter our country by traveling thousands
of miles through some of the most dangerous parts of the world organized by international
criminal syndicates responsible for thousands of murders throughout Mexico and the U.S. —all
during a global pandemic. Furthermore, it is ironic that this administration would focus on the
well-being of illegal immigrants when, in July 2021, several whistleblowers came forward to
shed light on the deplorable conditions at a Ft. Bliss detention center responsible for overseeing
the care of more than 5,000 children. The reports claimed that COVID spread among the kids,
contractors hired by the Department of Health and Human Services lacked childcare experience,
and it took months to receive supplies to quell a lice outbreak among the young people.?
Unconscionably, bureaucrats in Washington advised those on the ground to paint a rosy picture
and to not allow the public to find out how decrepit the conditions were.
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The family separation policy was ended in June 2018, and, in some cases, already resolved for
far less than the reported figures this administration is discussing. To better understand this
negotiation, we request you answer the below questions expeditiously.

1. Is the reporting correct and could families who illegally crossed the southern border and
were separated receive larger settlements than the victims of the September 11™ terrorist

attack?

2. What is the total amount of American taxpayer dollars that the administration plans to

authorize to settle these cases?

3. Will those families who illegally crossed the southern border and were separated be given
preferential treatment to remain in the United States over those attempting to legally

immigrate?

We appreciate your attention to this matter and look forward to hearing your response.

Sincerely,
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Fred Upton
Member of Congress
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Bryan Steil
Member of Congress
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Jaime Herrera Beutler
Member of Congress
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Tom Reed
Member of Congress
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Steve Scalise
Member of Congress
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Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress
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David B. McKinley, P.E.
Member of Congress
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Mike Bost
Member of Congress
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Steve Womack
Member of Congress
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Stephanie Bice
Member of Congress
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Mike Kelly
Member of Congress
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Madison Cawthorn
Member of Congress
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Bill Johnson
Member of Congress

Troy Balderson
Member of Congress
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Rodney Davis
Member of Congress
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Alex X. Mooney
Member of Congress
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Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Member of Congress

Bill Huizenga
Member of Congress

Gus M. Bilirakis
Member of Congress

Peter Meijer
Member of Congress



Ann Wagner
Member of Congress
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Vern Buchanan
Member of Congress
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Jay Obernolte
Member of Congress
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Michael C. Burgess, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Tracey Mann
Member of Congress

Virginia Foxx
Member of Congress
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Guy Reschenthaler
Member of Congress
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Julia Letlow
Member of Congress

H. Morgan Griffith
Member of Congress
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Robert E. Latta
Member of Congress
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William R. Timmons, IV
Member of Congress

Iz

John Moolenaar
Member of Congress
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Randy K. Weber
Member of Congress
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David P. Joyce
Member of Congress
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Kelly Armstrong
Member of Congress
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Chris Stewart
Member of Congress
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Larry Bucshon, M.D.
Member of Congress

Carlos A. Gimenez
Member of Congress

Adrian Smith M
Member of Congress
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Ken Calvert
Member of Congress

Devin Nunes
Member of Congress
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Tom Rice
Member of Congress
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Jackie Walorksi
Member of Congress
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Randy Feenstra
Member of Congress
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Chris Jacobs
Member of Congress
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Adam Kinzinger
Member of Congress
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Dusty Johnson
Member of Congress

Dawd KudSH

David Kustoff
Member of Congress
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Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress
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Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.
Member of Congress

Richard Hudson
Member of Congress

Jim Hagedorn
Member of Congress
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Dan Newhouse
Member of Congress
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Tom Cole
Member of Congress
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John Katko
Member of Congress
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Jake LaTurner
Member of Congress
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Jeff Duncan
Member of Congress

Elise M. Stefanik
Member of Congress
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Jody Hice

Member of Congress

Mike Garcia
Member of Congress
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Beth Van Duyne
Member of Congress
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Victoria Spartz
Member of Congress

Kat Cammack
Member of Congress
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Tom Tiffany
Member of Congress
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W. Gregory Steube
Member of Congress

Chuck Fleischmann
Member of Congress
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David Schweikert
Member of Congress
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Tim Walberg
Member of Congress



Trey Hollingsworth
Member of Congress
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Jack Bergman
Member of Congress
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Robert J. Wittman
Member of Congress
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Pete Sessions
Member of Congress
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Bob Gibbs
Member of Congress

Vicky Hartzler
Member of Congress
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Brett Guthrie
Member of Congress
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Lisa McClain
Member of Congress



